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Ai% you in t e re s t ed  i n  the r a i n f a l l  of idexico, o r  the  tennereture of Greece, 

01' the 9revailinc; minds of Australia? Have you ever studied the  char t s  of climate 

i n  the physical geograyhies? 

how science f inds  out exactlzr That Bin6 i s  "normal"? 

When ve have a spe l l  of abnormal veather,  do you wonder 

- 
Psrhaps you know vaguely tha t ,  before the  climatic s t a t i s t i c s  of n coUntrF 

can b e  cozpiled and compted, a g rea t  many people nust p a t i e n t l y  read thermometers, 

rain-gauges and other i n s tmnen t s  fmrn day t o  day for =any years. 

not,  however, r e a l i z e  tha t  the  gathering of such da ta  i s  the biggest s c i e n t i f i c  job 

i n  the "orld. 

Probably you do 

A v e r i t a b l e  a i w  of Weather ObSemeTs, on land and sen, i s  engaged i n  

carrying on the c l imat ic  suive:r of the globe, ana i t  is estimated tha t  i n  the aggre- 

ga t e  the  meabeers of t h i s  arq- t d c e  upwards of f i f t e e n  ri l i l l ion observations of 

Feather i n  the dourse of a year. 

The col lec t ion  of c l imat ic  BtRtiStfcs i s ,  as a rule,  perforieC under the 

c ' irection of the  sarne i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  i s sue  speather fo recas t s  an? s to rm namings ,  

an6 it  is  s o  irqlortant an undertaking tllat if a l l  atteiiGts t o  p red ic t  coming m a t h e r  

were abandoned the cost  of maintainin,? tiles@ ex?ensive establishments would s t i l l  

be amply j u s t i f i e d .  
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