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GATHERING CLIMATIC DATA

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,
Authority on ileteorology.

Ave you interested in the rainfall of Mexico, or the temperature of Greece,
or the prevailing winds of Australia? Have you ever studied the charts of climate
in the physical geographies? When we have a spell of abnormal weather, do you wonder
how science finds out exactly what kind is "normal"?

) Perhaps you know vaguely that, before the climatic statistics of a country
can be compiled and computed, a great many people must patiently read thermometers,
rain-gauges and other instruments from day to dey for many years. Probably you do
not, however, realize that the gathering of such data is the biggest scientific job
in the world. A veritable army of weather observers, on land and sea, is engaged in
carrying on the climatic survey of the globe, and it is estimated that in the aggre-
gate the members of this army take upwards of fifteen million observations of
meather in the course of a year,

The collection of climatic statistice is, as a rule, perfornmed under the
direction of the same institutions that issue weather forecaxts and storm warnings,
and it is so important an undertaking that if all attempts to predict coming weather
mere abandoned the cost of meintaining these exnensive establishments would still
be amply justified.
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