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TULAIRITE FORVATION

Althougl. fulzurites, or lichtnine-~tubes, formed by the passage of lightning
dischareges thrquzh sandy soil, are ecenerslly reersrded ss rsre, this is probably
tecause the zreat msjority of such formeotions are not recognized as such by persons
vho find them. Dr.® . E. Farbour, director of the Vebrasks State ‘vuseum, says in
s bulletin of that \'useum, that fulcurites are often reported in Yebrasks snd seem
to be of fairly common occurrence there, especially in well known sandy sress, where
they are exposed to viev when the winds blow the sand oway.

Some investigations in reegsr¢ to the formstion of these tobes have been made
in Yebrsske by Oscar E. Ysns. Vr, Uans sttributes the development of lizhtnine-
tubes to 2 definite ratio of moisture in the sand. uvence, in certsin sesasons,
many of the tubes seem to be formed, but in others, few or none. In digeine them
out, ¥r. Hans finds them brasncking and divergine slong verious lines, presumsbly
in response to the moisture content. They tsper rapidly, branch moré or less, and,
at a depth of ten or fifteen feet, often end in flattened bubtles of elass which
seem to reyresent the last effective enersy of the electric current. Tr. Rarbour
has suegested colline these terminal bubbles "lightnine-tubbles", or "fulsurphysae".

A fuleurite is hollow, its bore tending to be rourhly guedransulsr rsther
than circular, in cross-section. The ingide of the tube is pesrly-vhite glass,
flecked and msrbled here and there by black.
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