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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

The returns  of last year 's  t rop ica l  cyclones on the At lan t ic  a r e  now a l l  

i n ,  and i t  aqGears t h a t  1933 mas a banner year f o r  such disturbances. 

of them vere re>orted betaeen May and November i n  the Caribbean Sea, the Gulf of 

Tt-enty-one 

b x i c o  and the southern gort ion of the  North Atlant ic ,  end several  of ' these,  as 

usual, traxeled eventually i n t o  higher l a t i t u d e s ,  This i s  the la rges t  number ob- 

served i n  any one year during the p a s t  46 years of trustnorthy records. 

e s t  number previously r q o r t e d  i n  a year vas 16 i n  1887, and there have been only 

The great-  

9 years vrith 10 o r  more. 

TroTical cyclones do not a l v a p  a t t a i n  the violence of hurricanes. Of 

last year ' s  t o t a l ,  10 vere of lcnovm hurricane in tens i ty ,  4 mei'e doubtful and the 

remaining 7 were not hurricanes. 

Accorf'ing t o  a sumnary jut published by the U.S.  Weather Bureau, the 
Mexican coastal  area suffered the most from these storms, f o r  no fever  than 5 
intense hurricanes and 2 l e s s e r  tro.3ical disturbance8 crossed it,s coastl ine.  
menrse damage was done i n  and about Tampico from the tvo hurricanes that  passed 
almost d i r e c t l y  over that c i ty .  Two f u l l y  developed hurricanes and two minor 
Storms crossed the Yucatan peninsula, bu t  no large c i t i e s  were i n  t h e i r  paths and 
r q o r t s  of damage a r e  meager. The middle At lan t ic  coast was buffeted once i n  
A m s t  and again i n  September. 
Hatteras and l a t e r  passed d i r e c t l y  over Washington with diminished intensi ty .  This 
vas one of the most  destruct ive storms i n  the h is tory  of the middle Atlant ic  coast. 
As the September s t o m  Tas recurving to  the northeast ,  the center  barely touched 
the North Cai'olina coast causing grea t  darnage i n  the New Bern d i s t r i c t .  
ricanes crossed the coast l ine near the mouth of the  Hio Qrande; the September s t o r m  
caused enornous damage. 
Venezuela w a s  the e a r l i e s t  lcnom i n  t h a t  region and the only one t o  pass south of 
the is land of Trinidad i n  50 years of record. 

Im- 

The e a r l i e r  stom crossed the coas t l ine  at Cape 

lltvo hur- 

ma June hurricane that  touched the north coast of 
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