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I 
W S  AND WEATHER 

Br Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

England has been suffering v i th  a severe drought, and 88 U S m l l Y  happens 

when the weather i s  s t r ikingly abnormal, a l l  so r t s  of vrild suggestions have been 

f lying about as t o  the cause of the abnormality. 

the Gulf Stream has come i n  f o r  i t s  share of blame. 

That long-suffering: Scapegoat 

Then there 's  radio.  Ever 

since broadcasting became cornon i t  'been suspected of doing d i re  things t o  the 

weather, andvhy shouldn't i t  Cause dro*ts? 

however, i s  one that has come t o  the notice of L t .  Col. Eirnest Gold, of the 

The mos t  b r i l l i a n t  hypothesis of a l l ,  

i n  England i s  mainly derived from evaDoration from the Atlantic Ocean, and fur ther  

that  evqora t ion  f r o m  Spray is much more effective than ev%$oration from a trater 

surface. A most effect ive prorlucer of spray i s  a srJouting whale, but there has 

been so great a reduction i n  the number of whales in  the Nor th  Atlantic that th i s  

source of rainfall has been nearly cut of f ,  Hence the drought,'' 

To avoid. danger of a misunderstanding, l e t  me add that  Colonel Gold.  i s  

one of the ablest  of meteorologists. Be can be quite serious on occasions, but 

"dulce e s t  desipore i n  loco,?  o r ,  in  other norils, a l i t t l e  nonsense nom and then is  

relished by the 'best of men, 
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