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- A? ARIZONA SANDSTORM 

By Charles Fitzhmgh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

%e great c?ust storms that have been so prevalent during the yast  year OT 

SO i n  the eastern United States and Canada a re  quite different  affairs f rom the 

local  sandstorms of the southvestern deserts. A tyyical san6.storm of southern 

AriZOna i s  thus described by Clyde p, ROSS, of the U.S. Geological &xrvey: 

“The Storm came from the southeast and was preceded by showers of rain i n  

the mountains bordering the plain,  Before, ?.uring, and a f t e r  the coming of the sand 

t o  be seen mere long, th in  p i l l a r s ,  reaching far up i n t o  the sky and rescilibling 

saterspouts on the ocean i n  shape and. general appearance but moving v i th  much 

greater  velocity, 

sand, which were large but thin,  80 tha t  tlie quantity of sand they transported vas 

These mere folloned by hurrying, f l u t t e r ing ,  billonrine; cloucls of 

not great. Behind these thin cl0Ud.s the main mass, advancing i n  a ser ies  of 

dense waves of f i n e  sand. When the sand mves struck the mountains t o  the right 

spmd prevented the use  of the eyes. 

f i l l e d  the hair and every wrinkle i n  the skin not me11 protected by clothin;;, caus- 

ing m i l d  discomfort, but there frae almost no cut t ing o r  burninc of the skin.” 

Sand penetrated even into underclothing and 
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