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LIGHTNING' S TRAVIZS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

When lightning enters a house i t  sometilnes ta'.:es a strange and devious 

course, which can subsequently be traced by i t s  v is ib le  effects .  A c8se of t h i s  

kind tha t  occurred some years ago at Althorpe, Lincolnshire, &gland, i s  described 

as f o l l o a s  i n  a current s c i en t i f i c  journal by Allan Ellison, vho was l iving i n  the 

vicini ty:  

"The f l a sh  struck a disused chimney, and deviated t o  the head of an iron 

bedstead i n  an upper room, upon which trio boys were lying, followed the iron frcme 

underne4th the bed, se t t ing  the bedcline on f i r e ,  but without injuring the OCCU- 

Pants, descended the fur ther  leg of the bedstead, making a hole i n  the f l o o r  into 

which one's f inger  could be inserted,  and penetrating t o  the room Selow. 

traveled s t ra ight  downwards i n  the coi-ner u n t i l  half-my t o  the f loo r ,  vhen i t  

Theye f t  

turned shar j ly  a t  r ight  angles and passed horizontally along. the wall t o  the next 

Qorner, znaking a blackened BcOre i n  the wall paper, Again i t  pierced a hole, big 

enough t o  put a f inger  into,  through the wall into a lar2er  behind, fused together 

some cake t i n s  tJl?ich lay on a shelf ,  f i t t e d  one inside the other,  and then i t  passed 

through the open door of the lai.d.er, across the kitchen <and. out through the o--en 

entrance door of the cottage. In  the kitchen four persons were seated around a 

Square table at supper. The f l a sh  passed ac1-oss the table and burned t o  a blackened 

cinder a piece of ham which mas on a dish i n  the center, and on which lay the  carv- 

ing knife  an6 fork, again vithout injuring any of the four pereons. I could not 

have believed these de t a i l s  true i f  I had not  personally examined the house anir the 
various objects mentioned, and questioned the inhabitants just a f t e r  the storm." 
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