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AVIATORS' P T H i E i  RNOWUDGE 

By Charles E'itzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology6 

Nomadays every a i r p o r t  of any consequence has attached t o  it  a neather 

s t a t i o n ,  with a professional meteorologist i n  charge. Thus a flier can g e t  informa- 

t ion and advice about weather a l l  along any comnercial airway; but, izotniths tanding 

this fact ,  i t  behooves him t o  be a meteorologist himself. 

Bureau publication: 

To quote f rom a Veath@r 

"He needs at l e a s t  enough 1;nonledge of meteorology to  enable him t o  read 

understanding o f  the weather significance of the  clouds an6 the look of the sky. 

From his study, n i t h  the aid of the forecaster ,  of the l a t e s t  neather mrpp, con- 

s t ructed from extremely recent observations along and. on e i t h e r  s ide of the route 

t o  b e  f l o m ,  he learns  what s o r t  of meather t o  expect at each p a r t i c u l a r  place and 

time. But weather does not altnays come exactly accordins t o  the forecas t ,  I t  

therefore i s  e s s e n t i a l  that the av ia tor  know not only what kind of weather he 

probably m i l l  encounter, and where, but a l s o  he must def in i te ly  understanC the s i p  

nificance of the clouds and other Feather appearances and t h e i r  re la t ions  t o  the 

ant ic ipated veather. He m u s t  knov to  a cer ta in ty  f r o x  the looks of things vhether 

the expected storm, f o r  instance, is developing sooner than ant ic ipated,  o r  later. 

In short ,  i n  addition t o  being able to consult i n t e l l i g e n t l y  with the s t a t i o n  
meteoroloyist and read knowingly the weather map, he must be able t o  v i sua l ize  that 
map i n  terms;of ac tua l  meather phenomena, and especially must he become neather- 
Vise f o r  the route he is f ly ing ,  just as the  fisherman is  weathemise i n  respect 
t o  hi8 o m  home waters." 
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