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MARSW SUGUUD'S WLE 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talinan, 
Autlio r i t y  on idc? t eoro 1. ogy . 

'Dm imnortal delusion tha t  the  enrt'nl s Feather i s  controlled. by the  moon 

Same Feather- ;?revails on the s i x t h  

on the fou.rtli day if the s i x t h  resembles the  fou r th ,  For exam.?le, if the f i f t h  

and ( 2 )  nine times out of t w l V O  RS i t  i s  

and s i x t h  days of the lunation a r e  rainy theye a r e ,  according t o  t5is r u l e ,  eleven 

chances i n  t -*e lve  tha t  the -hole luna t ion  w i l l  ? e  rainy, etc.  

mi l i t a ry  o?ei-ations, -poyular i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  o l d  notion mas revived and a French . 
meteoTologist, II<. Brazier,  examined the neather records f o r  the  years 1907 t o  1916, 

inclusive,  inade a t  the  Obseivatorjr of t he  Pam Snint-BIPsur, near Pa r i s ,  f o r  a 

poss ib le  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of the rule. 

Out of 123 lunations in the  . a e r i o 8  s tud ied  there mere 33 t o  y-.hich the 

rule 778s ina-a3licable, because the s i x t h  J.ay rescnibled- ne i the r  the f i f t h  :ioi- the 

fourth.  D1ei.e r e r e  54 Fliich should have been dry according t o  the l u l e ,  but on127 

23 -groved t o  be so. O f  36 lunations tha t  should have been ra iny  only e ight  V ~ T O  

of t ha t  character. 
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