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By Charles Fitzhw;h Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

SOlne ni,::hts the c a t e r o i l l a r e  r emined  i n  t h e i r  nes t s  and that i n  such cases the 

weather soon became stormy, with r a i n  o r  Snow an? strong minds. 

colony of c a t e c i l l a r s  i n  outdoor 

Besides kee-oine; a 

The l a t t e r ,  nes t s ,  he hac1 one i n  a greenhouse. 

l i k e  the outdoor colony, remained a t  home before the  advent of s t o m  weather, al- 

though i t  could have ventured f o r t h  s d e l y ,  as i t  mas f u l l y  sheltered. 

concluded tha t  the  a t i o n s  of bot:? colonies rile1-e a response t o  changes i n  barometric 

Hence he 

pressure ,  and consultation of weather ;-laps showed t ha t  when the c a t e r p i l l a r s  re- 

mained i n  t h e i r  nes t s  at ni&t a baroriletric rl.e$ression was almays near. Fabre sags 

t ha t  he and his household regulated t h e i r  own excursions by those of the  cater- 

p i l l a r s ,  and t h a t  the oracle never f a i l ed .  

After i t s  second moult ,  i n  January, the p ine  processionary has a s e r i e s  

Of l i t t l e  protuberances alone, i t s  back, ea& within a sort of mouth-like opening. 

These protuberances are e x t r e m l y  sens i t i ve ,  When one of them is touched, i t  re- 

t r e a t s  invard and the mouth closes over i$. Fabre believed these t o  be the orgms 

through which the  ca t e r  lillar perceives changes i n  the  pres sure of the atmos;Dhere. 
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