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By Charles FitzhW;h Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology- 

The great work of co l l ec t ing  and. compiling treather records f o r  the  oceans, 

I t  i s  estimated that f u l l y  4,Or)O shipboard observers ,  who take regular  

meathey obssrvat ions once o r  o f t ene r  every day, send the  records o f  t h e i r  observa- 

t i ons  t o  o f f i c i a l  meteorological es tabl ishments ,  where they are var ious ly  u t i l i z e d  

i n  the :prepnration of statistics. small army of observers provides an abun6ance 

of information concerning the weather and cl imate  of the  more frequented po r t ions  

of the  oceans but  there  i s ,  of course, a vast amount of add i t iona l  information con- 

ta ined i n  ordinary sh ips '  logs and. not  now re?or ted  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  1rrith 

the a i d  of vhich i t  would be poss ib l e  t o  extend the  survey of ocean meteorologar to  

a reas  where shipping i s  scarce. 

?robably the largest corps of organized marine weather observers i s  that 

cooperating v i t h  t h e  U.S. Beather Bureau, co~n?risinf; at present  npwards of 1230 

a c t i v e  observers of many n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  A recent  Civ i l  Works Admi.iistration '?ro- 

J e c t  of the Bureau has  consis ted of -gutting i n t o  usable  f o r m  the r e s u l t s  of rn0i.e 

than f i v e  mi l l ion  observations taken at sea  f r o m  Llaurg's time t o  t h e  end of  1331. 

Records of more than two mi l l ion ,  taken f rom 1912 onward, have been transfeixwd t o  

punch-cards, similar t o  those used i n  c o m i l i n g  census r e tu rns ,  while  upvards of 

three mi l l i on  older records have been so r t ed  by regions and months and thus inade 

ava i l ab le  f o r  ready reference.  About 240 conpi le rs  have been engaged in  this 

nork, and some of them are s t i l l  employed. 
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