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U R L Y  WIND-SCALES -- 
Every s a i l o r  and many a landsman i s  farailiar with the Beaufort Scale;  a 

sea a-nc! extensively on land. Not so well known i s  the f a c t  tha t  more or l e s s  

similar scales Fore i n  use before Beaufort 's  day. 

In  Daniel Defoe's book "The Storm," published anonymously i n  1704, the 

successive degrees of wind force are enmerated as follows: "Stark calm, calm 

meather, l i t t l e  wind, a f i n e  breeze, a small gale ,  a fresh gale ,  a topsai l  gale,  

blows f resh ,  a hard gale  o f  clind, a f r e t  of wind, a stom, a temWst-" 

Traces of a s t i l l  e a r l i e r  scale  a r e  found i n  a book by Captain John Smith, 

"An Accidence, o r  the Pathway t o  w e r i e n c e  necessary f o r  a l l  young Searnen,b pub- 

l ished i n  1626. 

breze, a f resh  g a i l e ,  a pleasant g a i l e ,  a s t i f f e  g a i l e ,  i t  ouerblows, a gust, a 

Storme, a s:?oute, a loume g a i l e ,  an eddy wind, a f l a k e  of r i n d ,  a Turnado, a month- 

The author gives the following l i s t  of the v h d s :  "A Calme, a 

Soune, a Herycano." 

order of strength,  

was so strong tha t  topsa i l s  could not be car r ied ,  while the term ((gustw at one time 

generally meant wind of grea t  violence but  not necessar i ly  of br ief  duration. 

Apparently the f i rs t  eight  of these a r e  arranged i n  ascending 

In old naut ical  usage, the mind vas said t o  "overblown nhen i t  

I n  the old logbooks of East Indiamen, now preserved a t  the India Office 

i n  London, the expression ''pleaeant gale" i s  frequently found, . a d  it  occurs i n  t h a t  

best  known of naut ical  gongs, "Sailing.1f 

cer ta in  strength. 

It  seems to  have denoted a wind o f  a 
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