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BE"ICZ8T FROSTS 

By Charles R'itzhugh Talrnan, 
buthority on Meteorology. 

\ 

80 far  a8 orchards a r e  concerned, Jack Frost has a worse reputation than 

he deserves and i s  often accused of mischievous deeds when, i n  his  blnderin,.; WW, 

apples, pears, plums and cherr ies  a r e  i n  bloom, A f r o s t  plays havoc V f t h  the 

blossoms, an$. me hear that the crop been ruined. The following autumn, however, 

we have more f ru i t  and b e t t e r  f rui t  t& .te should. have had if the f r o s t  ha8 not 

occurred. 

'Phis i s  because every f r u i t  t r e e  produces a grea t  superabundance of 

blossoms. !key do not a l l  open at the  same time, and, when openr are Unequally 

exposed to  the e f f e c t s  of f r o s t  on account of t h e i r  d i f fe ren t  locations on the 

t ree;  hence a la rge  proportion of them may b e  destroyed without cur ta i l ing  the  

crop. Moreover, without the pruning ac t ion  of f r o s t ,  too many blossoms tencl t o  

s e t  f ru i t  and the v i t a l i t y  of the  t r e e  is exhausted. Ordhardists t e l l  u8 t h a t  

from 75 t o  90 pes cent. of the blossoms should be destroyed by f r o e t  t o  give the 

b e s t  resul ts .  The f r o s t s  that do harm are, as a ru le ,  those that  occur a f t e r  the 

period of f u l l  bloom is over, and the later the f r o s t  the g r e a t e r  the damage. 
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