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By Charles F i tzhwh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology, 

"The h is tory  of marine meteorology," writes H,Tc Smith,  of the Bri t ish 

Meteorological Office, "is of necessi ty  linked with the h i s t o r y  of the  development 

of shipoilyi;, but i t  is a pecul ia r  f a c t  that vhi le  sliipp?lng made almost incredible 

advances during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,  the MvantWjs t o  be 

gained. f r o i n  a systematic col lect ion ajld compilation o f  meather observations at sea 

was not generally realized u n t i l  blf through t h e  nineteenth century. I' 

1% VJaS) Of course, Nfaury ~ h o  f irst  gathered such recor6.s on a large scale ,  

and the e a r l i e s t  o f  his famous Wind and Current char ts ,  re la t ing  t o  the North 

b u r y ' s  latest  biogra@ier, John tV. wayland, says of the chart  just mentioned that 

" f t  was the f i r s t  grea t  saj? of its kind f o r  tlie guidance of ships i n  the open seas ,"  

he overlooks the f a c t  t h a t  the English astronomer Halley publishod a chart  of t h e  

trade winds and the monsoons i n  1688 -- the e a r l i e s t  of a l l  meteorological charts -- 
and that Benjamin Franklin published one of the Gulf Stream i n  1770, 

A f a i r l y  accurate account of tlie trade minds was pu;)lished i n  1675 by 

John Sellar, hydrographer to the X f n g  of England. In  1809-11 Capt. James Borsburgh, 

hydrogragher to  the Honorable Past India Coirrpany, yublished his "India Directory, 

which gives very fu l l  descrigtions of the ?rinds on the Eastern routes,  am?. contains 

an analysis of a number of & s t  Indiaments logs f o r  the period. 1791-1807 t o  determine 

the limits of the trades. 
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