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- A QUJSTION OF NAUXS 

By Chai-les Pitzliugh Talman, 
lluthori t y  on ivieteorologyr 

UnZer a c l e a r  sky on quiet nights t e r r e s t r i a l  objects cool raxh'ly b;- 

radiation. If the air  adjacent t o  them contain8 a considerable amount of i n v i s i b l e  

vater  vasor, some of this i s  cond.ensed on the surface of thew objects ,  e i t h a r  as 

water o r  ice ,  according t o  the prevai l ing temperature. 

i t  i s  cal led dew; i f  s o l i d ,  hoarfrost .  

If the deposit  i s  liwiG., 

Altogether similar deposits of atmosgheric inoisture occur under diff:?i*ent 

conditions anc! i n  such cases a r e  usually given d i f fe ren t  names* Thus i n  a i m r m  

Toom the surface of an i c e  p i tcher  becomes coated (Tith na tc r  droplets formed i n  the 

Samer manner as den thou& not usual ly  cal led by thitf name. Shaded pavements ajqe 

sometimes moistened i n  the daytime by a d i r e c t  deposit  of uois ture  from s t i l l  air. 

In nin ter  a varin and m o i s t  winc! settin,.; i n  suddenly a f t e r  a cold s p e l l  often ?.e- 

pos i t s  a co*.Isiderable amount of water on stone malls and other  v e r t i c a l  surfaces. 

The term ltsmeatingll i s  comnonly api3lied to  such deposits. 

I n  winter a moist wind sometimes deTosits on exposed objects  a coating of  

f c e  c r y s t a l s  qu i te  similar t o  hoarfrost. 

name, 

t h i s  term has had a number of other  uses amollg weathermen. 

T h i n  deposit has no universal ly  accegted 

O f f i c i a l  English and Canadian meteorologists c a l l  i t  "s i lver  thaw, " but 

T h i s  deposit  should not 

be confused mith the cr-rstals of i c e  that form i n  cold weather on the mindward s ide  

Of objects ex-eosecl t o  a d r i f t i n g  fog nor mith the smooth icy coating resultin;; from 

cold-weather ra in .  The former i s  k n o h  as W m e f l :  the l a t t e r  as "glaze" o r  l t & m e d  

fro s t 1' 
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