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22, 1934 ? WHYTHEWEATHE;R ? 

DROUGHT PLAINS 

By Charles F l tzhwh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Ih6-er  the g l a r e  of the hot sun or the  b l a s t  of the h o t  winds the c1'ogs 

revive, and by morning they present themselves e r e c t  and courageous to  another 6.W* 

But as t h e  days so by thezr droop more and 'aore  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  the night fa i l s  t o  

revive thes, and they start the new day exhausted. The gardens go f i r s t ;  then the 

C o r n ,  and f i n a l l y ,  if the drought continues, the  sorghums ant? the  cotton follow. 

stock water m s  lorn, the grasses  parch up i n  the pnotures and the c a t t l e  begin t o  

suf fer  . 
"It is a catastrophe t h a t  catches everybody i n  a net,  The farmers have 

borrowed from t h e  banker o r  run accounts ppith the  merchants, who have boriwnecl f rom 

the banker. The cattleman has used the  ban?::ls money t o  finance h i s  herd, ho:ginc; to 

f a t t e n  h i s  'stuff! and sel l  on a good. mal-l:et. A firou;;ht never pro8uces a panic. I t  

comes too insidiously and slowly. The d i s a s t e r  i s  never sudden but d r a m  out o v e r  

dWs, weeks and months. 

n i t h  the pers i s ten t  hope of rain.  

The suffering is no l e s s  t e r r i b l e  becauee i t  i s  f raq ;h t  

'Every dry s p e l l  ends with a ra in '  i s  a f o l k -  

saying t h a t  none disputes, 

hope -- u n t i l  a t  last there i s  no room f o r  hope," 

And the  srnalleot cloud i n  the burnished sky offers  

Such i s  drought on the P la ins  -- where i t  is now raging -- as de3icted by 

Prof. Walttr Prescot t  Webb i n  his book "The Great Plains." 
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