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RAINFALL TRi!!XOS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

J.B. Kincer, of the Unitecl States  weather Bureau, has recently b r o w h t  t o  

ten yeam of a r a i n f a l l  record; then the average of the second t o  the e l e v : ? n t ~  year,  

inclusive; then tha t  of the t h i r d  to  tve l f th  year,  inclusive; and so onq These 

averages of successive overlapping periods a r e  ?>lotted as a curve, which i s  much 

smoother tlian one d r a m  from the r a i n f a l l  t o t a l s  of successive individual years. 

s t a t e s  of the iviiddle West, where clrought i s  110~ causiiys SO much anxiety, shorn a 

marked decline s ince the year 1908. In MiMeSOta, for example, the  average for the  

ten years encling with 1908 is 29 1/2 inches, vh i le  f o r  the decac?8 enbing with 1933 

i t  i s  a l i t t l e  l e s s  than 23 inches -- a decrease of more than 20 per  cent. A 

f a l l i n g  off of r a i n f a l l  to  t h i s  extent i s  a serious matter i n  a region There the 

normal r a i n f a l l  i s  comparatively small f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  pur-poses. The decline of 

r a i n f a l l  centering i n  lbiimeeota covers the nortkern Plains  on the ves t  and the 

yestern Lake Region on the east .  

A long r a i n f a l l  record. Tor St.  Paul shoms that  conditions sirnilai t o  those 

nom observed there have occurred tmice before i n  the last hundred years The Curve 

(1.erived f r o m  ruoviql; averages shows three minima; viz., the averages f o r  the  l0-Year 

Peri0d-s enc'dnc 1848,1894 and 1933. The averages f o r  these minima were about the 

same, 
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