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I n  civi l ized countries human beings:m longer d ie  of hunger and t h i r s t  i n  

time of drought, but 'there is vast suf fer iw and mortality among the lonei' aniii?als, 

both wild and domesticated. In her vivid novel "The Wind," Dorothy Scarborough 

Pictures t h i s  phase of a drought as aitnessed on one of the old-time Texas c a t t l e  

ranges where the vater-holes had dr ied up and there was no rai l road near t o  haul 

vater. 

'IThe plains  i n  t he i r  t e r r ib l e  dis t inctness  shoved (lead p r a i r i e  dogs, dead 

jack-rabbits here and there. Only 

the coyotes rerAained, and. they prowled night and Qw, f o r  they l i ved  on f lesh and 

They lmd perished f o r  lack of food and mater. 

grew fat  on the bodies of the dead. m e r e  nere no song-birds l e f t ;  only the 

buzzards -- carrion birds. 

"Gaunt, caeaverous beasts staggered about, tortured by heel-f l i e s  that  

nagged them constantly, bawling i n  d i s t r e s s ,  searching everywhere f o r  food  and 

mater. They had devoured every spear of the dried bunch grass and needle gi'ass, 

now there was nothing1 

masters not t o  abandon them t o  death. 

They came close t o  the house, as i f  mdcing g;p?eal t o  t he i r  

"They pawed the ground, as i f  t o  f ind  food deepburied there, some green- 

ness under the tricky sand, some water beneath the burning desert. 

threw the i r  heacls around to  the side, ag if the tor ture  of t h i r s t  twisted the 

mUscles. 

them went mad( from t h i r s t  and fought, goring each other to death." 

Some of them 

Their tongues swelled, turned black, protruded from the i r  mouths. 
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