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LIGHTNING-PRINTS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman) 
Authority on fdeteorology. 

Li;:htning frequent ly  imprints upon the bodies of persons nho ai'e struck 

by i t ,  v i t h  o r  Trithout fatal r e s u l t s ,  r m i f y i n g  pink marks, vhich generally f ade  

out of s igh t  i n  a f e n  d a y s  i f  the  victim recovers. 

"lightning-prints" o r  "keraunographs, It bear some resemblance t o  t r e e s  o r  the vena- 

t ion of leaves; hence the comaon bel ief  tha t  they a r e  2hotographic Images of vege- 

These marks, known as ' 

t a t ion  growing near the scene of the l ightning stroke. 

Canille Plammarion, i n  the longer of h i s  two ansodotal books on l ightning,  

8 bungling &&ish t rans la t ion  of which appeared i n  1906 under the t i t l e  '!Thunder 

and hightning,Il devotes a whole chapter to these marks, i n  which he h m r p o r a t e s  

and accepts at face  value a l l  the f a n t a s t i c  s t o r i e s  that  have been t o l d  about them, 

The hypothetical I!ceraunic rays" by which Flammarion accounts f o r  the alleged 

photographic e f f e c t s  of l ightning are unnecessary t o  exglain the marks i n  question, 

which are  merely burns clue to  the passage of a branching e l e c t r i c a l  discharge, 

S imi la r  marks a r e  found on the bodies of persons injured by a r t i f i c i a l  e l e c t r i c  

currents. 

given by the German pathologist  Eduard Rindflefsch i n  1862. 

!The correct  explanation of l ightning-grints apmars t o  have been f i r s t  
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