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T"DE;WLl?S 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Ages ago lightning was supposed to be the weapon of the go6.s. I t s  cle- 

s t ruc t ive  e f f e c t s  naturallzr suggested the idea t h a t  a so l id  object  of some s o r t  vas 

hurled to  the ground v i t h  the l ightning flash, and hence arose the be l i e f ,  found 

nearly a l l  over the rrorld, i n  the existence of Ilthund.erbolts, I' o r  "thunderstones." 

In some ;xwts of Europe various objects Dopularly ident i f ied  as thunderbolts a x  

Preserved i n  the homes of the peasants as chams against  l ightning, as ne11 as other  

harmful agencies, r e a l  and imaginary, of these things a r e  r e a l l y  p r e h i s t o r i c  

f l i n t  axes and arr-orheads, and t h e i r  supposed connection n i t h  l ightning i s  ?robably 

besed on the fact t h a t  fliiit  was Once commonly employed in making f i r e .  Others 

arb natura l  stones of w,us.i;Etl shape, or f o s s i l s ,  such as belemnites. 

Less than f i f t y  years ago an E n g l i s h  meteorologtst, G.J- Swons, 

Collected froin contemporary neaspqers  numerous accounts of cases i n  which lkmder- 

bolts were alleged t o  have f a l l e n  n i t h  s t rokes of l ightning; indicat ing t h a t  a 

belief i n  the r e a l i t y  of this phenomenon prevailed widely among generally well- 

informed ?eosle a t  t h a t  time. Is it  necessary t o  inform the tvent ie th  centui3r 

American reader t h a t  l ightning does not smite the ear th  with anything more tangible 

than e l e c t r i c i t y ?  
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