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By Charles F i t z h w h  Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology, 

The United States  and Canada are ,  I bel ieve,  the only countries i n  n:?icii 

the o f f i c i a l  meteoro1o::ical services  have organized a system of i-eports and nal-nings 

concerning the atmospheric cond-itions affect ing the f i r e  hazard i n  fores t s .  

fire-weather service of the United S ta tes  meather Bureau i s  carried on i n  eight Cis- 

tr icts,  with headquarters a t  San Francisco, Portland (Ore. 1% Seat t le ,  Spokane, 

The 

Chicago, Boston, Albany, New York anti. Asheville (N.C.  1, and mith general supelvision 

from Washington, The U,S, Forest  conducts much research concerning f i y e  

weather at sou0 of i t s  experiment s ta t ions.  

issues firemeather forecas ts  f o r  the f o r e s t r y  o f f i c i a l s  i n  Quebec, Ontario, Uen 
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B m s w i c k ,  Nova Scotia and R'riBieh Coiumbia. 

A novel adjunct of Lie fire-weather service i n  California i s  a inobilo 
forecast inc u n i t ,  conveyed t o  the scene of every b i g  f i r e  by a radio-equipJed tl-uc':. 
A meteorological s t a t i o n  i s  s e t  ug, and. a radio operator copies de ta i led  cocec. 
weather broadcasts, emanating f r o m  the Weather Bureau i n  San Francisco. The ineteOr+ 
o logis t )  I with his mobile veather s t a t i o n ,  charts the d-ata, and a f t e r  analmin,n 
Conditions a t  t h e  f i r e  issues  local ized forecas ts  spec i f ica l ly  adapted to  f i r e  sup- 
pression-.usee. 
f i r e s ,  the l a r g e s t  burning nearly 220,000 acrea. 

During f i v e  years of ope 'a t ion,  the u n i t  has served on about 245 

Accord.ing to  3t.G. Gray, af the Weather Bureau: "Fire departments i n  Berkeley, 
Francisco, Los h g e l e s ,  Pasadena, anr! other  places,  f i n d  the forecas ts  me. 

humidity data o f  the  fire-weather service useful i n  c i t y  f i r e  work. The infor;ir!tion 
has been valuable i n  ge t t ing  personnel and equipment ready f o r  expected f i r e  out- 
breaks, i n  control l ing grass and brush f i res ,  ancl in regulating absences of 3.Epltment 
Personnel, Insurance compnies f ind  t h a t  weather conditions a f f e c t  t h e i r  r i e ' x ,  ,?.ncl 
Premium rates  a re ,  to some extent ,  based on the ' f i r e  climatesf of tlifferent 
1 o c d i t i e s .  Tnis apglies to  insurance on standing timber, hay, grain and c i t y  
6 t ruc tures  
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