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U I N B O W  IMP0 SS IBILITIES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

A rainbon i s  formed by the re f lec t ion  of l i g h t  from a multitude of :cain- 

dro-96, act ing as mirrors. Passing through a rainbor) is therefore a f e a t  exact1::i 

on a par nitli Al ice 's  v i s i t  t o  the c,mntry back o f  the looking-glass; ye t  the ?or- 

fomance of this imiiossible f e a t  i s  frequently reported. 

Wickham Steed, the nell&nom B r i t i s h  j o u r n a l i s t ,  wrote t o  The Times tha t  vliile 

Not long q o  illr. Zcxir~r 

motoring he came up t o  the s?ot  where one end of a rainbov res ted  on the ~ 0 ~ % d  and 

''ran slovrly through i t  i n  a strange greenish l i g h t  mith a ruddy tin,e;e.Il 

Henry D. Thoreau claiins, i n  ltWalden,H t h a t  he vas once enveloped i n  the 

base of a i'&in'oov, 

rainbowls arch, which f i l l e d  the lo-per stratum of the  atmos?here, t i w i n g  the pass  

"It chanced," he says, " that  I etood ii1 the veq,' abutment of a 

and leaves around and dazzling me as if I looked through colored c rys ta l ,  I C  rras a 

lake o f  rain'oorr l i g h t ,  i n  vhich, f o r  a short  time, I l ived like a c1olphin.l' 

Prof. C.L. Levis, i n  h i s  biography o f  ilatthew Fontaine ilaUI;-, t e l l s  of 

the departure of the U. S.S. tlBrandywine" from American shores i n  1825, carrying 

Lafayette back to  France. 

b r i l l i a n t  rainbotr which was apparently supported on the Virginia and MarylanC- shores s 

"She passed," he says, Itdown the Chesapeake through a 

88 if Nature had reserved t o  herself  the honor of e r e c t i n s  the last  of the numi'ous 

triumphal arches that had been dedicated t o  the g r e a t  Prenchman during his extra- 

Pairy ta les1 
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