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HORIZONTAL RAINBOV~ 
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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

A l eve l  lambestudded with dewdrops sometimes dis;ola;ys a rainboy l?ing 

horizontally upon i t s  surface an?. differing considerably i n  shxpe from a rain3on 

seen i n  the s?;y, 

lorn. 

Over the lami. 

hyi?ei*bola, r i t h  its summit near the observer and i t s  arms s t re tch ing  i n  a c'irwtion 

aFay from the sun. 

I t  is  usually seen soon a f t e r  sunrise an$. hence vhen the sun is 

A cod. i t ion  favorable t o  i t s  apaearance i e  the  presence of a l a p r  of c : o s s m s  

The bow v i s i b l e  at such a time is not an a r c  of a c i r c l e  but an 

Horizontal rain3oms are llot formed exclusively by dew, but i n  generul b:. 

any horizontal  sheet of mxtor droplets below the level  of the observer's eye. They 

have been seen, f o r  example, on a layer  of fog d.ro?s deposited on the floatini;' scum 

of a lake. lam-sprinkler  sometimes show a b r i l l i a n t  

horizontal  3 0 7 9 ,  the shape of vhich &)ends upon the height of the sun, If the sun 

is  d.irectly overheac', tho bow w i l l  be a small c i r c l e  surrounding the observei*b 3 i t h  

decreasing solar a l t i t u d e  the born becomes successively an e l l i p s e ,  a parabola aiic? 

an hyperbola. 

r)r imary . 

A k r a s s q l o t  st?rayed a i t h  a 

A secondary horizontal  bov is sometimes seen, i n  afidit ion t o  the 
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