
-.-- ------- - - 
A Science Service Feature - 

I Release? upon receipt  ' but intended f o r  use 1 June 7 ,  1934 7 lorn mi3 9ZATHER ? Mailed May 31, 1934 _--- I - - -t- 
SHELLFISH 'NXATIiZn 3HOEHETS 

By Charlee Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on hteorologye 

The b lief preva i l s  along the  coast of ,!iine, -nd grobably on ocean shores 

elsewhere, that  the  phis t l ing  sounds made by mussels and barnacles a r e  an indica- 

t ion of fair  Feather and t h a t  these sounds are not heard when storply weather is at  

nand. There appears t o  be even lese  found.ation f o r  t h i s  be l ie f  than f o r  some of 

the other  po?ular b e l i e f s  a t t r i b u t i n g  significance as weather prognostics t o  the 

behavior of var ious  members o f  the animal kingdoms 

of Fisher ies  says on the subject:  

The United Sta tes  Commissioner 

"It i s  well k n o m  that  vhen oysters ,  m a s e l e  and barnacles close they 

produce charac te r i s t ic  noises,  mhich a re  familiar sounds along the shorelinec These 

organisms are normally o?en and feedinp .?wing the  grea te r  part of the time that 

they a r e  covered by mater; -hen the fa l l  of the t iCe exposes them, they close,  

forcing out  some of the m a t e r  held mithin the s h e l l s  o r  lnantle cavi t ies .  

any reason, the grea te r  number of these organisms a r e  already closed when the  

lomering of the t i d e  exposes them, natural ly  no sounds are prorluced. The exact 

conditions, such as waves of unusual force ,  fall ing temperature, o r  sediment i n  the 

water, +ich may at times influence closing 6uring othermise nor:nal feeding perioils, 

@re only generally h o r n .  A s  f o r  the organisms, v h i l e  under favorable conditions, 

being able t o  predict  future, unfavorable conditions and to  close i n  ant ic ipat ion 

of these events, there i e  absolutely no evidence i n  support of such a syFPosition*" 

f f ,  f o r  
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