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By Chnrles Fitzhugh Taban, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

the 
Rainfall is//most e r r a t i c  a1d mdependable elenent of weather. 

of ra in  that falls at any place on a par t fcu lm dqy or during a par t icular  month 

The amount 

nearly always differa rather widely fror j  the "normal" mount  for  the S a l l S  dW O r  

raonth, as averwed from the recorda of p a t  y e a s .  

ra infa l l  vicissitudes: 

Here are  two i l lus t ra t ions  of 

The vil lage of Dresden, i n  northwestern Tennessee, l i e s  in a region ivliere 

the average r a in fa l l  f o r  June i s  about tlilcee and a half inches and that  Of July 

about three and three-fourths inches. 

registered 18.6'7 inches of  rain i n  June. 

f e l l ;  i n  other vrords, no day's r a i n f a 1  w a  large enough t o  be measured- 

' 

J11 1928 the weather s ta t ion  at that place 

Durin[; the whole of July only "trSeS" 

At Vicksburg, Mississippi, the r a in fa l l  averagea about 52 inches a year.  

In 1874, 15 inches f e l l  durirg the ti70 weelcs ending April 25. In the 38 days fo l low-  

ing that date, only half an inch f e l l ,  th is  being only 8 per cent. of the m n a l  

mounte 

d W s  the rainfa31 was only 0.8, o r  9 per cent. of the iiorntal. 

26, 5.9 inches f e l l ;  i n  tlie following 36 dqys there was no rain at all.  

In the two weeks pr ior  t o  July 16, 7.4 iiictp6 f e l l ;  i n  the following 69 

From September 22 t o  

(hJ.1 r ights  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 
~ 

SCIENCE SERVICE 

Washington, D O C .  
21st and Constitution Ave. 


