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- THE LI.TTU KNOtvN RAINBOW 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,  
Authority on Meteorology. 

I t  i s  an interest ing paradox that  some of the comtiionest manifestations 

of the rainbov remain unfamiliar t o  ~ ~ e o p l e  mho see rainbons at frequent intervals  

throughout t he i r  l ives .  

rainbows are  rare ,  so that the sight of two bows i n  the sky i s  l i ke ly  t o  be 

There i s ,  f o r  e x m l e ,  a midespred. impression that  double 

Primmy bot7 i s  seen, at l ea s t  pa r t s  of the secondary a r e  usually v i s ib l e  outside 

\ i t ,  
Below the inner edge of the p r b a s y  rainbow thore are usually one or  more 

d i s t inc t  bands i n  which some o f  the rainbow colors are repeated, and similar band8 

are  less frequently vis ible  just outside tlie secondary, 

"EUpernuuerary" bows. 

bo179 they are  SO unfamiliar that the student of nature who notices then f o r  the 

first t i m e  i s  quite l i ke ly  t o  suppose that he has made a rensrkable diSCOVerYw 

Strange t o  s a y ,  several l e t t e r s  i n  which this commonplace phenomenon i s  described 

These bands are  1m0m as 

Though usually v is ib le  and even conqicuous i n  a bright rain- 

as if i t  were ra re  and unlcnown t o  science, ha,ve been published i n  scientific 

j ouriid s . 
Last but not l ea s t ,  perhaps because of misleading statements once found 

i n  school booka the confident assertion i s  often heard that the rainbow a b w s  shows 

*even d is t inc t  colors. 

and. different bows d i f f e r  considerably i n  the i r  colors, but as a rule ,  with a rain- 

bow before your eyes, you can hardly be sure of seeing more colors thw blue, green, 

Yellom, and red; and sometimes not so nany. 

There i s  r e d l y  an indefini te  number of color  gradations, 
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