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~ - R A I N  m mull! 
By Charles Pitzhugh Tdm, 

Authority on Meteorology. 

Dust blown up from the Sahara Desert is not infrequently washed dom by 

rain i n  southern Europe. The showers of mud thus produced were oiiC8 regarded as 

Prodigies and were often supposed t o  be showers of blood, on account of the reddish 

hue of the desert soil. 

terror -- but they are s t i l l  unwelcome becmse they def i le  and damage things On 

Nowadays these showers do not arouse supersti t ious 

which they fall. A case i n  point haa j u s t  been reported from Sicily.  

In the middle of last 4 r i l  a rain of mud of Saharan origin fell i n  the 

important c i  true-growing region about Palerrno . "The resul ts ,  S a y 8  a consular 

report, %as that  i n  the course of &II hour pract ical ly  al l  first-class f r u i t  had 

been changed t o  third quality, becmse i t  was next t o  impossible t o  get  the d i r t  

out of the pores. Some exporters w e  endeavoring t o  clean off  the f r u i t  with 

d V  rubber sponges, f o r  keeping q u i t y w o u l d  be affected through the use of 

Water." It is expected that the dirt w i l l  grow into some o f  the unripened f r u i t  

and thus have lasting detrimental effects. 
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