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By Charles '.Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Nowhere else  i n  the world does a wind exercise such far-reaching ef fec ts  

upon human welfare as does India's southwest raonsooll, which gives that Country i t 6  . 

raiiw season from June t o  December. It i s  60 wcli inore important than the dry 

northeast monsoon, prevail ing the r e s t  of the year, that i t  i s  commonly referred 

t o  as %he monsoon,11 as i f  there nore no other. 

Department of Commerce : 

Says E*1Eo Chapman, o f  the U.S. 

"me monsoon i s  t o  India what the m u d  overflow of the Nile i s  t o  

EGYl?t* If it  I S  favorable, that is, if the r a i n f a l l  is plent i fu l  and widely di6- 

tr ibuted, and not t o o  precipi ta te ,  a year of plenty i s  assured. 

business depression i s  sure t o  fo110w, as crops will be short, and the lwge agri- 

cul tural  element, which i t  i s  estfmated niatces up from 80 t o  90 per cent. Of the 

If i t  fails, a 

t o t a l  populeAion, r e s t r i c t s  i t s  purchaseF; t o  bare necessi t ies-  

fa i lure  o f  the monsoon meant famines, i n  which thousands and even mill ions died 

from hunger and pestilence. Such disaoters could hardly happn i n  modern India, as 

the country's transportation facilities and other agencies are  t o o  well organized 

In  C l W S  eone by a 

t o  cope with such emergencies, but the effect  of an unfavorable monsoon i s  s t i l l  

extremely severer 

"Every walk of Indian l i f e  i s  v i t a l l y  affected by the  monsoon. Every 
individual, whether faniier, banker, manufacturer, foreign trader,  merchant I bazaar 
dealer, or laborer, watches eagerly f o r  t ho  coming o f  the monsoon aid discusses 
i t s  progress with the greatest  in te res t .  The whole business community remains i n  
a s t a t e  o f  uncertainty u n t i l  the success o r  fa i lure  of the ra ins  i s  established." 
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