
Mailed June 16 ,  1934 

A Science Service Feature - I 
I Released upon rece ip t  
! b u t  intended f o r  use  
June 23, 1934 7 WHY THEWEATHZX 

--t 

ACOUSTIC IviYSTERIES 

By Charles Fitzhubh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

A, Dauvi l l ie r ,  a member of t he  French par ty  tha t  recent ly  operated the  

po la r  Year weather s t a t i o n  at Scoresby Sound on the  eas t  coast of  Greenlaid, repor t s  

t o  tile English jou rna l  Nature tha t  i n  AuAust, 1332, he and some of h i s  c0IK:mniOns 

heard fpur  times the  mysterious sound described by the la te  German ex$loSer Of 

Greenland, Prof. Alfred Iegener,  as t he  I'Dove B,ay soundt1 (''Ton der Dove-BaiIl) D I t  

was a powerful and dee2 musical note,  coming f a r  from t he  south, l a s t i n g  a few 

seconds and resembling the  roaring of a fog-horn. Wegmer and f i v e  Of h i s  corn- 

2anions heard the sound eight times i n  f i v e  differeil t  neighboring :!?laces , both dur- 

ascribed i t  t o  t he  inovements of i n l a d  i c e ,  and at Scoresby Sound i t  seemed t o  come 

from a p a r t  of the  coast where c-ie inland i c e  f l o w s  i n to  the  sea  f rom the  la rge  

glaciers.  

bergs, i t  m a y  be something similar t o  the Ifsinging sands1' of deser t s .  There i s ,  

he s a y s ,  a close analogy between the f i e l d s  of Qowdery dry snow of t h e  inland i c e  

M. Dauvi l l ie r  suggests t h a t ,  if not caused by the  detachment of ice- 

and those of deser t  sand. 

There have b-en s t i l l  other repor t s  of t h i s  sound, o r  something akin t o  

i t .  Twice dwinL h i s  lonely sojourli under the snow on the summit of  the Greenhnd 

i c e  cay during the  winter of 1930-31 the  English exL3lorer Courtauld heard a Stm.We 

noise,  of which he says :  "I t  was a sound beginniiig as a d i s t a n t  rushing iloise, which 

rose quickly i n  a crescendo t o  end i n  a crash,  r a t h e r  as i f  an avalanche had buried 

the house, 1' 
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