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IS WEATHE3 RESPOiJSIBI;E? -- 
By Charles Fitzhugh Talil1m, 
Authority on IvieteQrology. 

An Englishman, W.F. Tyler,  who s;!ient rnany years at Shanghai, mentions i n  

a recent l xqe r  a curious phenomenon tha t  he of ten  observed there. 

f r o m  a fo r tn igh t  t o  a rnonth the Chinese behsved strangely i n  the f a s t  m-d IieaV 

t r a f f i c  of the  Nanking Road. 

lethargy; i n  other, abnormal excitement. 

A t  i n t e rva l s  of 

In  some of these cases they d i q l a y e d  abnormal 

When t h e  former s t a t e  preva i led ,  men, 

~mnen aild children sauntered s 1 o ~ ~ l y  e,cross the  s t r e e t ,  looking ne i ther  t o  the right 

n o r  t o  tne l e f t ,  with a comglete disregard of motorcars. I n  the other cases,  

small boys dashed i n  and out of t r a f f i c  and doubled back l i k e  r a b b i t s ,  o l d  women I I  

l?-lt down t h e i r  heads and f l u t t e r e d  across l i k e  hens, and rickshaw men bounded e+lOng 

at e x t r a  speed, swerving t o  tile r igil t  and l e f t  i n  a sort of ecstasy of l i f e  and 

vigor. 11 

Mr. Tyler and t h e  la,te Father Froc,  then d i r ec to r  of Zikawei Observatory, 

near Shanghai, sought i n  vain t o  co r re l a t e  these manifestations with various 

weather conditions, including the  e l e c t r i c d  s t a t e  of the  atmosi3here. 

clusion was reached that they were llrlue t o  same unknown stimulus i n  climate; SOme- 

thiiig of the sort  that causes excitement among t h e  dragon-flies when a ty:>hoon is 

%??roaching. '1 

'Jke Con- 

M r .  Tyler notes that  i n  P a r i s  the  taxi d r ive r s ,  on occasions, engage cOl- 

l ec t ive ly  i n  wild orgies of reckless  driving; L3ossibly under some similar stimulus. 
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