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DESERT ARDAS

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,
Authority on Meteorology.

There is a wide difference of opinion among geozraphers and climatologists
as to the criteris thazt should decide whether or not any region 1s to be considered
a desert. Hence widely different [igures have been publiched concerning the areas
of such regions.

The well-known German climctologist Koeppen adopis a somevhat comnlex
formula for delimiting deserts, in which he takes into account not only the amount
of rainfall but also its distribution between the seasons and the average tempera-
tures. He thus seeks to zive due weight to the factor of evaporation. A lorge
chart that he has published showing the types of climote prevailing in all parts
of the world includes ten desert regions having the approxiimete arecs in square

miles showm below:

1. Sehara 2,600,000 6. Colorade 200,000
2. Austrolia 1,100,000 7. Gobi 180,000
3. Turkestan 900,000 &+ Kalanari 90,000
L+ Arabia 430,000 9. Thar (India) 74,4000
5. Argentine 403,000 10.Chile 74,000

The above enumeration does not include the so-called "cold deserts," which
are unfit for agriculture on account ol low temperature rather than deficient rain-
fall.

(A1l rights reserved by Science Service, Inc.)

ot s o et e e S S

SCIENCE SERVICE
2lst and Constitution Ave.
Washington, D.C.



