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CON QUEXIN G HOT -- VEATHER 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m ,  
Authori ty  on Met e oroLo cy. 

The problem of keeping cool when t h e  weathar n i l l s  othorvrrise i s  one a i t h  

w1ii.cli mankind. has s t ruggled ever s ince  the  C1am-1 of liman intell i : ;ence,  cnd. Some 

progress toxm!  i t s  so lu t ion  vms made a long time ago. The f an  vas inventcd i n  

remote an t iqu i ty .  The use of porous ve:;sels f o r  cooling, water vas known t o  the  

t o  coo l  t h e i r  y:ine. I c e  was harvested and stored cen tu r i e s  ago a d  it  as peddled 

sen t  from the  United Sta-bes t o  t h e  liest Ind ie s ,  and i n  1833 i c e  from the  ponds of 

New England vas sent a l l  t h e  :"ay t o  India. Art i f ic ia l  i c e  and e l e c t r i c  fans 

ceased t o  be novel rnore than u generation ago. 

But the most remarkable of mulls v i c t o r i e s  over hot  weather have been 

achieved within the  p a r t  decade througl1 the  in t roduct ion  of methods of Cooling 

Lidoor a i r  a t  the poin t  of in take  and c i r c u l a t i n g  the  a i r  thus  cooled through 

bui ldings , reilaay t r a i n s ,  steamships, e t c  , By these rnethods engineers have , i n  

e f fec t ,  brought zbout a radical c1~n; ;e  iri ti1c ~ U I N ~ O S  clirnzteo i n  nhicli mi l l ions  

of human being3 q e n 6  sever . . l  hours every dn.y. The econoniic effects  of %his iiino-. 

vat ion can hardly f a i l  t o  be revolutiona,ry -- beyond, anything we can now foresee.  

\'ken domestic a i r -cool ing becomes universa l  i n  c i v i l i z e d  count r ies ,  the  forld. ail1 

have witnessed a ram-made climge of climate almost as s t r i k i n g  as nature  achieved 

i n  the s l o ~ r  t r c a s i t i o n  frorri g lac ia l  t o  i n t e r z l a c i a l  periods. 
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