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COUNTING CHINPANZEES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,  
Authority on Meteorology. 

IIWhen a flash of l ightning i s  seen and the resul t ing thunder heard, how 

Can you determine tho distance the storm i s  from you?" 

This i s  one of the ques t ims  ,7ropounded i n  the Weathcrtl manual published 

The answer depends upon two fac t s .  F i r s t ,  t h a t  the by the Boy Scouts of America. 

Passage of l i g h t  from the l igh tn inz  dischnrge t o  your eye is prac t ica l ly  in- 

stantaneous. Second, t ha t  sound t rave ls  through the a i r  a t  an average speed 

of about a f i f t h  of a mile a second. 

Hence i f  you count the number of seconds elapsing between .the time you 

See a flash and the time you begin t o  hear the thunder and then divide t h i s  

number by f ive ,  you get the appror;imte distance of the storm i n  miles. Naturally 

the best  way t o  count the seconds i s  t o  use a stop-watch. 

A rough-and-ready way t o  do it, says the Boy Scout manual, i s  t o  count 

"chimpanzees" . 
and so on, as long as necessary. 

8% average speed, i s  very near ly  equal t o  the number of seconds. 

You say, "One chimpanzee , two chimpanzees, throe chimpanzees , 'I 

The number of chimpanzees counted, i f  one t a lks  
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