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HURRICANES AND THE RED CROSS

By Charles Fitzhuzh Talman,
Authority on Meteorology.

The disastrous effects of tronical storms in the southeastern Unitcd States
are materizlly mitigated through the well-orgenized operetions of the American Red
Cross, which helps the Weather Bureau to distribute storm warnings and renders aid
in a variety of weys to the victims of each storm disaster. During the hurricane
season the Red Cross, at its headquarters in Washington, keeps in constunt touch
with the Weather Bureau, and when a hurricane is announced communicates imuediately
with its chapter chuirman in the threatened region. The problems likely to arise
are discussed and mezsures of preparedness are ;roumptly set on foot.

"In this chepter plan of preperation," says a Red Cross bulletin, “con-
sideration is given to 1) protection of iife and prooerty by telling the neople,
through the press, by teleshone and over the radio what o do to improve their
position oif safety; (2) conferences to develop the best understonding and coopera-
tion with city officiils and other duly comstituted authorities; (3) 21l ohases of
relief -- i.c., food, clothing, shelter end medical aid ~~ and chapter comaittees
responsible for these and other activities in disaster are made recdy for actions
(4) trained personnel. If necessary, national headquarters of the Red Orous
starts assemblin,_ a sufficient staff beiore the disanter strikes and has nersonnel
moving toward danger points."
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