
I 
A Science Service Feature - -- -- 

Released upon rece ip t  
but intended f o r  use 
July 13, 1934 ? RHY TI% YEATEEE ? Nailed Ju ly  6, 1934. 

By Charles Fitahugh Talmm, 
Authority on PJeteorology. 

For some yems the former. M.F.H. of a mcll-known Engl-ish hunt, €1.1~4. 

Budgett, has been studying the re la t ions  of vieather conditions t o  scent. 

for th  the resul1;s i n  his book "Hunting by Scent," published las t  year i n  Lond.on. 

IIe s e t s  

"The n o s t r i l s  of a hound, I t  he says , "point forwards and do:mnarda , FLnd 

consequently lend thornselves t o  intercept  currents of a i r  coming tovrards the hound 

pad. r i s ing  from the  ground. It vould. tllercforc! q p o a r  reasonable t o  expect %lint  

Sxnt in;  cond.itions w i l l  be a t  t h e i r  bes t  when the a i r  current i s  not on1.y moving 

from the direct ion t0ward.s vhich the hound i s  t ravel ing but also r i s i n g  froln the  

ground. 

t e r  when the quarry suns up-i;iin6. thru.1 when he i u s  d.otm-urind. 

It is a well-known and quite  ind.isputab1-e fwt  t h a t  scent i s  alnays bet- 

When a llound i S  

hunting up-wind the track of the quarry l i e s  s t rn i@t  nhencl, and. a i r  currents are 

bringing the scent from the  whole length of this l i n e  back towards the howd's 

n o s t r i l s  e I )  

Because warm a i r  r i s e s ,  scenting cond.itions m e  bcs t  when the temperature 

of the ground i s  E g h e r  than tha t  of the a i r .  Mr. Budgett has devised an "e l ec t r i c  

scent indicator,Il which r eg i s t e r s  the difference i n  tempernture between the a i r  and 

the ground., He f inds fur ther  t h a t  any sud.den f a l l  i.n the a i r  temperature causes 

the scent t o  he good, while any sudden rise causes it t o  be bad; tliat ::cent; 

USuLilly bad vrhen the sun i s  shining brightly;  and tha t  a high wind causes eddies in 
the a i r ,  making scent conditions uncertain. 
m o i s t  land usurd1y car r ies  a be t t e r  scent than dry. 
has fCd len  before a, freeze, but bGd on snow t h a t  has fn l len  a f t e r  f r o s t  has entered 
the ground. 

Hcavy ra in  obl i terzteo scent, but 
Scent i s  gooc? on m0!7 tl?l?t 
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