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JUGGLING VITH CLILATE

By Charles Fitzhugh Talmon,
Authority on lMeteorology

It is interesting to speculate about the ways Dby which, essuming enormous-
ly difficult engineering feats accomplished, radical changes could be brought about
in the climates of the world. If the Gulf Stream were obliterated, the surfoce
water of the northern North Atlantic would prdbably be appreciably cooled. Western
Europe, which owes its present mild climatc to winds from a warm ocean, vould proba-
bly become a good deal colder, and there would be some change, though less marked,
in the climate of eastern North America.

The Gulf Stream is fed by the North Bouatorial Current, which, in turn, is
driven mainly by the trade winds. Opening a broad sea-level chonnel across Central
America would probably cause the Equatorial Ourrent to flow into the Pacific, and
the Gulf Stream would thus be greatly wealkened if not destroyed. Mo would the An-
tilles Current, vhich helps the Gulf Stream vwarm the vaters to the northward.

Another magnificent scheme contemplates hipping tropical Atlantic hurri-
canes in the bud by altering the circulation of' the atmosphere in the region of the
Cape Verde Islands. Heny et their stert there in a conflict between the northeast
and gsoutheast trade winds, which, in sumner, become more stron;ly opposed to each
other then they would otherwise he by being deflected toward the warm interior of

he Sahara. Cool the Sahara by flooding it, oend these now opposing winds will flow
peacefully side by side.

Building the proposed broad isthmicn canal is far beyond the pover of
present-day engineering, and the task of #looding the Sahara is even more staggering,
because all but an insignificant part of that desert lies well above sez level. S0
some process of nature, such as blasting by the explosive lupact of a colossal mete-
orite, is the best modus operandi at the disposal of imaginative writers.
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