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- DUST-BLOCKED ROADS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

Soil-blovring and dust-storms atterlding the pro*trac.ted drought i n  middle- 

aestern America have irnposcd upon h i g h ~ a y  engiiiecrs sofile novel tasks more o r  l e s s  

similar t o  those involved i n  the annual campaign of keeping the roads f ree  from 

snow. The current number of the Engineering News-Record says of conditions i n  

southt7estern Kansas: 

"In many places new klghway \rfor]< undertaken has been almost obl i terated 

by the erosion of the wind act ing upon the dry unconsolidated material. 

have been almost completely f i l l e d  with sandy dust and road surfaces have been 

eroded almost t o  impassability. 

Ditches 

Drifts of dust have completely closed the new high- 

ways t o  t r a f f i c  i n  some places. 

IITlie saae conditions have affected the exis t ing older highways. Idany 

1vell-established road surfaces have been relidered impassable from surface erosion 

caused by the wind and the d r i f t i n g  of f ine  s o i l .  In some cases slat-ly?e snow 

fences were erected i n  an e f fo r t  .to prevent d r i f t s  covering the traveled !we 
Rhere dr i f ts  occurredon the highxay:: it has been necessary t o  use snow-plows, graders 

and other equipment f o r  removal.l! 
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