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MOUNTAIN WEATHER ODSERVATORIES

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,
Authority on Mete®osology.

A group of well-knowm meteorologictsin New Enzland has asked the U. S.
Veather Bureew to take over the weather observatory th.t was established under
unofficial aucpices on the swamit of it. ‘Jashington, N. H., durin: the recent
International Polar Yexr. The Bureau is also urged to establish other mountain
observatories in different parts of the United States.

There has been & tendency among weathermen in recent decacdes to under-
rate the value of lofty fixed weather stations beccuse of the widespread use of
balloons, kites and airplenes for observing atmospheric conditions at high levels,
The mountain observatories offer, however, the advantage of continuous operation,
while the observotions obtained by the other methods ure necessarily intermlttent.
It is believed that a few well-diustributed obcerv tories on mountains would supple-
ment in a valucble way the observations obtained at more numerous pointe by ascents
of manned and unmonned scrial vehicles.

High-air weather observations by all methods have lately acquired new lua-
portance partly because of their application to the nzeds of aviators end partly
beceuse they aid in the identification of the "air-masses" that now figure so
prominently in weather forecasting.
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