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MANUFACTURING A THUNDERSHOWER

By Charles ¥itzhmgh Talmen,
Authority on Heteorology.

Onoe in a while a mere mortal menufactures a thundershower by accident.
This happens on a day when the air is celm and well charged with water vapor ——i.8h,
water in en invisible gaseous form. A lighted clgarette is dropped upon & heap of
dry forest litter. Soon the forest isc ablaze.

‘That follows illustrates several interesting operstions described in
books on meteorology. First there is the ascent of large masses of hot air. Thé
Supply of moisture originally present in the atmosphere is augméﬁted‘by the prdcess-
es of evaporation and combustion.‘ The risin: air cools by expansién and'moisture
condenses. Drops form. They are shattered by the uprushing gusts and acduire‘élec~
tric charges. Strong potential gradients are set up. Presently the heavens are
balancing their volt accomnts. seantine fain descends in?ﬁeluge.

Finally the dovmpour puts the fire out and the storm ceases
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