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MANUFACTURING A THUNDERSHO!?ER 

By Charles L'itahuugh Talman, 
Authority on IV4eteorology. 

- 

Onoc i n  a v~hils a mere mortal mnnufuctiures R thundershonor by accident. 

9 
This Iiap.?ens on a day when the  air  i s  ca,lr!~ and we11 chn 

water i n  m inv is ib le  gaseous form. 

dry fo re s t  L i t te r .  

A liglited c igare t te  i s  drop 

Soon the f o r e s t  i s  ablaze. 

'Jhat fo l lovs  i l l u s t r a t e s  several. in te res t ing  oporationa described i n  

books on meteorology. F i r s t  there  i s  the ascent oi' large masses of hot air. T h e  

supply of moisture or ig ins l ly  present i n  thc; at:socpliere i s  mf;.ncntcd by the Lqocesa- 

@s of evaporation and conbustion. 

Condenses. Drops forni. 

t r i c  charges. 

balancing t h e i r  v o l t  accouits . 

The risin,: sir cools  by expanuion and moisture 

They are sliat*t;ered by the  uprunliiq Gusts and acquire elec- 

Strong potent ia l  Gradients are set UT). Pre:mtLy t!ic hcavi?nu a re  
a 

A.lesntiine m i n  descends in/deluge. 

Final ly  the downpour put0 t!ie f i r e  out ;ad the  storm ceases 
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