A Science Service Feature

leleased upon receipt
but intended for use
July 25, 1934 ? VY TLD WAATIIDL 7 Meiled July 18, 1934

TTORTIL ATLATIC LLLSPOUTS

By Charles Fitzhugh Tolman,
Authority on lioteorologye

Some interesting statistics conceraning the distribution of waterspouts
over the North Atlantic have just heen published in Cormauny, Thoy were compiled
partly from a series of volumes publishod hy the Dentsche Secwarte, in Hamburg, re-
cording the results of weathor observations talen on CGerman end Duteh ships during
the years 1868 to 1893, inclusive, and partly from the meteorolo;sical logbools col=
lected at the Seewarte duriay; the poriod 1901-1933, The enumoration includes, in
addition to watorspouts in tho ordinary sonse of the term, attonded by a visible
column of cloud, & number of local whirlwinds laclking this feature, but upwards of
90 per cent were of tlie former class,

The total numbor of *hirls of hoth kinds was 4764 ozactly half of these
Wwere seen during the six months Octoder to barch, inclusive, and half during the
other six months of the yoar. The most remariable fact disclosed by this record is
that, comtrary to the generél imoression of metoorologists, waterspouts are decidedly
commoner over the temperate zone of the Ltlentic betweon latitudes 30 and S0 dogrecs
Torth than over tropical wators., Thoy are more numorous on the western side of the
ocean than on the easterns The largest number recorded in any 1O-degree square of
latitude and lon: itude was 56 in tho square bounded by the parallels of 30 and 40
degroes Worth and the moridians of 60 and 70 degrees liest and the noxt largest mnum=
ber was found in the adjacent square to the westward. Both of these squares include
Portions.of the CGulf Stroeams
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