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MOUNTAIN CLOUDBURSTS

By Charles Fitzlhugh Talman,
Authority on ileteorology.

"A summer cloudburst over the mountains possesses a cuality sll its own,
Lightnings slash the pines; bellowing thunder sets the echoes surging among the peaks
and reverberating dowm the valleys, while from the sky descends vertically = roaring
opaque curtain of water —- not infrequently with whips of hail-stones -- that blots
out distances and confuses near outlines. The steep slopes shed the deluge like a
roof dovm boulder-strewm washez, and the run-off ls imsense. In box canyons occur
at such times what are nowm as 'wall-floods,' in which the water collects, rises
high upon the sides and swirls down the narrow trough in a terrifying wall. Farther

—
dovm the valleys, where the torrents have lost their waterfall aspeét, they (o racing
along the arroyos in an aqueoug mixture of sand, silt and all sorts of debris —- a
red-brown, unsavory emulcion. ihere it has no bed, the stream spreads out; where it
mist waintain its course between banks, it eddieg and stands on end, it foams and
leaps with various antics, and where it grinds the bottom dorm to bedrock, it leaves
the granite polished like a clean table.”

Such is a mountain clouchurst and its brief flood, as described by Dr. Ross
Calvin in his recent book "Sky Determinez." oSuch floods have cost the lives of many
inceutious motoricts, who have entered the streams before the force of the water was
sufficiently cbated.
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