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DROUGHTS #JJ IRRIGATION 

By Charles Fitzhugh d m n 9  

LLuthority on i~l&?OrOlOEy. 

BT'he coinmon desire of ma&ind t o  mnlto available f o r  agr icul ture  lands hav- 

ing normally a meager supply of rain has found. expression i n  North h e r i c a  i n  the 

b a l d i n g  of many cost ly  dams, reservoirs  and i r r iga t ion  canals i n  selected regions 

of the arid and semi-arid Tiest. T'hose elaborate in s t a l l a t ions  appear, with Borne ex- 

ceptions, t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  existonce on several  grounds. 

f e r t i l e  s o i l  under cult ivation; they have perni t ted the ra i s ing  on a large scale  of 

$hey have brought extremely 

crops t lmt could not be so successfully raised, n i t h  o r  without i r r iga t ion ,  i n  other 

Parts of the continent; and, by making tile land habitable, they have promoted the 

development of various industr ies  a d  the u t i l i z a t i o n  of natural  resources tha t  might 

othervrise have remained untouched. 

Doubtless this conquest of the deser t  wi.11 go on -- ye t  it seeills l i k a l y  

that  the next generation of Americans vi11 devote an even l a rge r  share of a t ten t ion  

t o  the task of protecting regions 0: normally c?,btu'ld.ant rtiinf&ll from tile OCC~SiOnd 

d isas te r  of droughb than t o  attempts t o  eke out  a saanty r a i n f a l l  elsewhere. h S t -  

ern Europe lms s e t  us an admirable example i n  the  i r r iga t ion  of humid lands. Thus 

France, with a normal ro in fa l l  suff ic ient  in 211 par t s  of the  country f o r  the needs 

of agriculture,  i r r i g a t e s  more than s i x  million acres of her so i l .  

generally well-vrutered land, i r r i g a t e s  betvleen four and f ive  mill ion acres, and her 

I t a ly ,  mother  

i r r iga t ion  works have long been mod.els f o r  the world. 
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