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By Charles Fitzhugh Talnmn, 
Authority on iieteorology. 

According t o  the ancient fab le ,  there was a universal h o t  spe l l  when 

Phaeton drove the s o l =  cIiariot t o o  new $he eartin. Toclay we coaceive somewhat dif- 

ferently the resu l t s  that would ensue fro,u a ce l e s t i a l  joy-ride such as wthology 

describes. !the sun i s  three million r,yj.leo nearer the ear th  at L3erihelion thail at 

%)helion, but the effect  of t h i s  difference on earthly temj2erctures i s  iill?erce&tible 

t o  hnnai senses because i t  i s  inasked by the much Lreater effects  Of the C h C Q L i W  

seasons and the ordinary vicissitudes of weather. 

cause an irmediate heating up of the vthole globe. 

A imch closer apFroach vmuld not 

There would be ,  f i rs t  of a l l ,  p n  extensive sh i f t ing  and strenGthening 02 
air currents, leading t o  2, coiqlex ser ies  of contrasted weather ch'mges. 

would be a widespread redis t r ibut ion of clouds md ra infr i l l  over the globe, 

There 

Pczadox- 

i ca l ly ,  while seine regions vrould. Grow hot te r ,  other8 would be chi l led;  partly because 

of increased cloudiness, but especially because of the intensif icat ion of cold winds 

blowing f r o m  :?alar lat i tudes.  
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