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COLLIDING TJITH A ?-,ATEXSPOUT 
-c 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Met e o r  o 1 ogy . 

IJaterspouts were unusuallg numerous last winter over the  t ropical  and sub- , * . .I.* 

North Atlantic,  and one of them furnhhed  a fresh proof of the  faot t h a t  ' 

the shock of col l iding with a ship"-- though much more violent  than t h a t  due t o  the  

time-honored process o f  f i r i n g  camon a t  waterspouts -- i s  not a t  a l l  l i k e l y  t o  

break a spout up. 

A waterspout encountered ljecember 12 by the I t a l i a n  ship "Maria" passed 

Over the forward part of  t h e  v e s m l w i t h i n  15 f e e t  of the br idpe  vi thout  bursting, 

It was about 60 feet  i n  diameter. 

of about 80 f e e t ,  drenchea the decks for  a minute. 

lrater and spray, rotat ing CloCkvJise U P  t o  a height 

Thee@& then continued i t s  

i n  a southerly direct ion,  but did not disappear f o r  an hour and a half -- an 

unusually long l i f e  f o r  a waterspout. 

time from 6 t o  0 miles away, 

Several other spou.ts were seen a t  t h e  
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