
--- - 
Science Service Feature 

Released u:3on receipt 
but intended f o r  use 
August 7,  1934 1 WHY?HEKEA!E€ER 1 Mailed July 31, 1934 

-.- 'A  

NIGHTTIME TORNADOES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Tal-, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Tornadoes are decidedly conmoner during the daylight hours than a f t o r  

dark; a fortunate circumstance, since when a dis tant  tornado1 i s  seen sxxoaching 

Finley1 s "Beport on the Character of Six Hundred Tornadoes,'t L?ublished i n  

1882 by the U.S.  Signal Service, which embraces recorda for nearly 90 years, l ists  

53 tornadoes as  having occurred between 8 p.m. and 4 a& There were 398 that  

occurred when there was more or l e s s  dqylight, while i n  the remaining cases the 

hour of occurrence was not  recorded. 

A l i s t  of all lmomn tornadoes i n  Alabama f o r  more than a century, 

13Ublished by Welby Stevens i n  1925, shows that  o u t  of 194 for  which the time was 

accurately lrnown 83 occurred between 7 p.m. and 5 a.m. 

Records f o r  three s ta tes  during the years 1924-28 show the fol loWi% 

distribution between daylight and darkness: 

Texas 29 daytime 39 nighttime 
Kansas 60 dwtime 29 nighttime 
Indiana 17 daytime 6 nighttime 
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