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WEATHER CYCLES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Ileteorology. 

Does weather run through def in i te  cycles, apar t  from the two universally 

recognized; viz . ,  the yearly cycle and t h e  d a i l y  cycle? Mathematical sllalysis 

of weather records has r e v e d e d  evidence of the existence of dozens of Others, 

with geriods ranging f r o m  a few months t o  several centur ies ,  yet  they a l l  renlain 

elusive when one atteK9ts to u t i l i z e  them i n  predicting weather, 

Blair, of the V.S. Veather Bureau, Lmts it: 

As Prof* T*A* 

m e  know by prac t ica l  experience as wel l  as by s t a t i s t i c a l  analysis that  

Phases Of wetness and dryness, heat and cold, do recur ,  with resu l t ing  economic, 

social  and heal th  cycles. The economists have shown tha t  there a r e  cycles of p o d  

bad tiuies, h i &  and low ijrices of stG3le c r o p ,  and that these a re  re la ted  t o  

the weather. 

Colorado ,  f o r  e m $ e ,  there have been s e r i e s  of wet years  with accompanyin& Good 

I n  the  i2lains of western Kansas, western Nebraska, and eastern 

crops and 'booms,' and s e r i e s  of dry years ,cmsing depess ion  and abandonment of 

"There can be no doubt that  such cl imat ic  f luctuat ions do occur, but they 

do not occur with s u f f i c i e n t  regular i ty  t o  be useful i n  forecasting the future* 

The weather o s c i l l a t e s  back and f o r t h  l i k e  a pendulum, and ye t  very unlike* A 

i9ndulum keeps exact time i n  i t s  osc i l la t ions ;  the weather does not. A 1 1  the in- 

genuity so f a r  wiglied t o  the  2roblem has not worked out a time schedule t o  which 

the weather w i l l  adhere, but on the contrary tends t o  show tha t  i t s  motions a r e  SO 

e r r a t i c ,  as the r e s u l t  of SO many influences at work upon i t  at the same time, that  

i t s  fu ture  behavior w i l l  probably remain unpredictable by this me,zns.tl 

( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service,  Inc.) 
I--------- 

SCIEHCE SZIVICE 

Waehington, D.C. 
21st and Constitution Ave. 


