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TIIE EYE OF THi3 STORM 
--c-- 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Authority on Meteorology. 

One Of a l e  most remarkable features  of the tropical cyclone is the !'eye 

rnrely absent from a cyclone within the tro;Jics,  though i t  nearly always ais- 

al?;?enrs when a s to rm of tro:?ical origin passes into the temperate zone. Concerning 

th i s  central  calm area Prof, S.S. Visher writes: 

" In  most cyclones the calm is almost com2lete, but records reveal several 

instances i n  which l igh t  variable breezes o r  squalls OCCUrred during the Pass%e 

of the 'eye". The waves of the sea a re  always high, confused and. dangerous near 

the center of the storm because of the  rapidly changing direction of the wind, and 

the moeting of waves from different directi0ns.R 

The same writer s a y s  t h a t ,  for  the average storm, the durat ion of the 

calm, as the storm passes over a given place, i s  20 t o  40 minutes, but i n  many 

cases i t  amounts t o  an hour o r  more, and there i s  one record. of a duration of 

eight hours. The s ize  of the IIeyefl i s  very different  i n  different storms, the 

average diameter being about 14 miles. I n  the central calm the ra in  ceases and the 

clouds almost disapL3ear except f o r  a thick bank around the horizon. 
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