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Howhere else  do the e l ec t r i ca l  discharges of thunderstorms assume s o  

intense and terrifying; a character as on the s u m i t  of hiE;‘n mountains. The ob- 

servatory, bu i l t  by the astronomer Jmsseli, tha t  once s t o o d  on the surmit of iiont 

Blanc was repeatedly struck by l i&tn inL ,  though i t  bore numerous lightnincr, rods,  

connected by cables with some rocks a few hundred feet  distant.  The buildin,  wa6 

of wood and was b u i l t  on the s11OW. 

The metal tableware was frequently melted o r  perforated; the bol ts  and nuts i n  the 

walls were melted; the woodwork was charred; the metd cq3 of the large telesco2e 

Was :)ierced with holes. 

The effects  of lightning here were S;TJalling. 

I n  1903 a guide, one Fe l ix  BozO11, aitnessed a b r i l l i a n t  eleCtriCd diS- 

charge i n  the form of ribbons of f i r e ,  which fo r  two hours and a half continued t o  

?lay across the 

nected with the 

egg m s  seen t o  

eq)lode, giving 

in te r ior  of the building, poceeding from one of the cables con- 

l ightning rods. 

move slowly across the room, then re t rea t  f o r  a distance and 

a violent shock t o  the ocmpmts. 

In  1902 a b a l l  of f i r e  as large as a ;?i&eon’s 

In  1907 a ser ies  of lightning 

strokes occurred one evening at nearly re&nr intervals  of a few minutes. 

stroke pl’odqced a deafening noise and was attended by spxrks l ike  f i e ry  ser??ents, 

which shot through the observatory i n  dl directions. 

nearly an hour. 

Each 

!Chis grocess continued 
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