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PARADOX DROUGHT 

By Charles Fitzhugh Tal-, 
N t h o r i t y  on MeteorologY. 

I t  is  a paradox that  the inhabitants of the earth should ever suffer on a 

vast scale  from a scarci ty  of water, since the amount of t h i s  substance always 

present on our planet i s  enornous. The ocems and other permanent bodies of water 

weighing upwards of &-quint i l l ion tons (according t o  American notation, equivalent 

in British notation t o  'ft5 t r i l l i on ) .  
t 41- 

Moreover, every second, on an average, a 

total of something l i k e  16 million tons is evqorated i n t o  the atmosphere and spread 

abroad by the winds, and at the same aver@e r a t e  of 16 million tons a second ra in  

and snow are  constantly falling upon the globe. 

One eq lana t ion  of the paradox i s  that  Nature i s  outrGeously capriciaus 

Another is tha t  the two greab industries i n  dis t r ibut ing r a in fa l l  over the lmds. 

that suffer most from draught -- agriculture and grazing -- are  f a r  from being 

intel l igent ly  adjusted to well-known f a t s  of CliWte. 

the drought p o b l m  w i l l  probably be t o  abolish both these industries i n  favor o f  

The ultimate solution Of 

far more eff ic ient  and derpendable methods of producing food and clothing direct ly  

f romthei r  raw materials within the walls of factories.  
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