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By Charles Fitzhugh lalman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

In  the drought-stricken regions of America rflarlY I?eo;?le a re  now ;?redicting 

ad kenera1 destruct ion of t rees ;  but the f e a r s  on this score, based on a wides2regrd 

brovning of t h e  leaves,  a r e  doubtless much exagderated. In  the Summer Of 1925 there 

.,as n severe droukht i n  the hardwood region of the southern Ap,)alachians, and R cme- 

f u l  study of the e f f e c t s  on t r e e s  WPS made near Asheville, N.C.,  by the u*s* Forest  

Service. E.H. Frothingham, of that Service, writes: 

"The Aaheville observations showed that browing  o r  f a l l  of leoves during 

a drought does not necessarily mean tha t  the  t r e e s  ore dead. AltI1ou;;h a We8.t maw 

trees  on ridges and ui33cr sloJes in western Horth Carolina turned brown i n  the sum- 

mer of 1925, and some sgecies shed t h e i r  leaves i n  A q x o t ,  the  majority of t h e  t r e e s  

i2Ut out new f o l i G e  the  next sprinL. 

t o  t h e  topmost branches, and there vm,s G difference between the WeCiea as t o  the  

extent o f  browning, 

On many of the t r e e s  the browning w a G  confined 

Dobmod, sourwood, and chestnut,  f o r  e x a q l e ,  q z e a r e d  to'suffer 

more severe browning than white a&, black locust , and :?ignut hickory. 

chestnut oak were only moderately or d i & t l y  injured by the drought, and by t h e  

Leaves of 

draught i2erxod, and with few e x c q t i o n s  t r e e s  o f  these species that  were heavily 

browned were dead by 1929. Hickory leaves were not seriously browned, the princii?al 

response t o  t h e  drow;ht being an e a r l y  shedding o f  the  leaves. 
recovery of the  hickories  was com->lete. 
Scars caused by f i r e  o r  1oLdinG showed more severe browning of the leaves than t r e e s  
w i t 1 1  sound boles." 

In  most case8 the 
Regardless of s j e c i e s  ,tt:ses with large 
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