
-I-- ____ -_____c___.---__I.I- ----- --- -- --- --- 
4 Science Service Feature 

Released q o n  receipt 
but intended f o r  u s e  I ? mTHEwEATHEB 7 Mailed August 21, 1934 , 
t 1 August 28, 1934 

By Charles Pitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology, 

Mankind would not be harassed by droughts i f  i t  were not f o r  the f ac t  

that  we obtain nearly a l l  our food and clothing f r o m  plnnts and f r o m  animals that, 

i n  turn,  dejj-end u2on :?lants for t he i r  existence. Plants  a r e  enormously wasteful 

i n  their use of water. Of the  

moderate f rac t ion  i s  collected 

la t ive ly  vast amounts of water 

valuable t o  humanity, 

I t  is estimated, f o r  

r a i n  that fa l l s  on f i e l d s  and gastures only a 

and used by vegetation, 

i n  the produdion o f  s m a l l  amounts of material 

Moreover, plants use re- 

exmJle,  that an average corn :$ant uses about 368 

aounds o f  water i n  making a gound of dry matter., not including i t s  r o o t ;  O r ,  i n  

other words, a pound of fodder f o r  livestoak: . and food f o r  men. A l f a l f a  takes 

more than 800 gounds of water f rom the s o i l  t o  ;reduce a ]?ound of dry material, 

Flax uses about 900 IJoUnds of water Fer pound of dry productm 

Probably some day a l l  food  and clothing w i l l  be made far more economically 

and de3endably by the methods of synthetic chemistry, and then the scourge Of 

drought w i l l  be a thing of the  past ,  
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